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James D. Cole, the new 
Sovereign Grand Commander 
of the Southern Jurisdiction, 
and David A. Glattly, our  
SGC, share a handshake  
at our Annual Session in 
Milwaukee. Freemasonry  
is truly a family as they both  
also share the connection  
as DeMolay “Dads.”



The Path Forward
 Through the survey about 
Freemasonry launched by Commander 
John Wm. McNaughton, a book 
was written, and an entire project 
now known as The Path Forward was 
established. The survey proved there 
is absolutely nothing wrong with 
Freemasonry and that many good men 
would be interested in joining should 
they be approached correctly.
 This data was the impetus for us 
to start the marketing campaign for 
Freemasonry, “Not just a man. A 
Mason.” Forty-six U.S. Grand Lodges 
have asked us for these materials, 
which we readily share. The campaign 
is in use across Canada, and in New 
Zealand, Australia, and Scotland. We 
have translated it into Spanish and 
Portuguese for the Grand Lodges of 
Mexico and Brazil, and into French 
for the Grand Lodge of Quebec. We 
have started a worldwide Masonic 
marketing campaign!
 With our own Scottish Rite 
marketing campaign started last 
year by our Path Forward team, we 
have seen an increase in membership 
classes in many of our Valleys. 
The introduction of an electronic 
application has increased the submittal 
of petitions a hundredfold. Each new 
32° Mason receives a new member 
kit in the mail filled with valuable 
information about the Scottish Rite.

Charities
 Our charities are enjoying a renewed 
success in support, thanks to great 
campaigns creating excitement for 
all four of our charities. Our Giving 
Tuesday Telethon in December was 
absolutely awesome! We raised over 
$420,000 in a two-hour program.  
That is, in large part, due to the 
grassroots enthusiasm generated 
among our members.
 Our flagship charity, The Children’s 
Dyslexia Centers, has a new website, 
a fresh look, and an accompanying 
marketing program. We are 
committed to not only continuing  
this charity but expanding the  
number of centers over time. 

  
 We continue to keep a focus on our 
vision statement: “We will strive to be 
a fraternity that fulfills our Masonic 
obligation to care for our members,” 
and our Grand Almoner’s Fund 
continues to live up to this vision. 
Almost daily, we approve funds to 

help Masonic brothers, widows, and 
families across our jurisdiction. As 
part of the Grand Almoner’s Fund, 
we added The White Flower Society 
specifically to support our Masonic 
widows in need. There are many 
heartwarming and tearful stories 
within all the requests for aid and 
assistance we receive.  
 I hope you had a chance to review 
the Impact Report recently mailed to 
you, which highlights the fantastic 
work of our charities department in 
detail.

Membership Communication
 Our communication with our 
members has increased tremendously.  
Our team is using social media to the 
fullest extent, and we use all possible 
methods of social contact. If you have 
not signed up for our regular email 
communications, please do so on  
our website. 
 As a result of our recent survey, The 
Northern Light has a new look as well 
as new and expanded content. You 
told us what you like, and we listened.
  Our website is steadily expanding 
to give you the information you need 
and would like to see. In the member 
center, the Leadership section provides 
information of value to leaders of 
all Masonic organizations. We are 
updating our member services online, 
and you can now update your personal 
information on our site. We have 
published a new Valley Talking Points 
Handbook to help with orientation  
of new members and to refresh the 
minds of current members.

Haut Grades Academy
 Can you believe we have more 
than 770 Brothers enrolled in the 

LEADERSHIP REPORT  
2O2O Vision  by David A. Glattly, 33˚, Sovereign Grand Commander

Dear Brothers, 
Now is a great time to be excited about our Scottish Rite.  As we 
enter a new decade, I am thrilled about what is yet to come.
Before we get to my 2020 Vision, let’s first take a look at some 
successes from the previous decade.

The Northern Light4 ScottishRiteNMJ.org

We continue to keep  
a focus on our vision 
statement: “We will 
strive to be a fraternity 
that fulfills our Masonic 
obligation to care for  
our members.” 
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Academy?  This educational program 
has attracted members who want to go 
deeper into our degrees and teachings.  
It is certainly not an easy program to 
complete, but those who do receive 
an HGA medal and certificate of 
completion, and may officially add the 
“HGA” after their name on Scottish 
Rite documents.

Valley Excellence
 I have seen some outstanding degree 
work across our jurisdiction. It almost 
seems like there is a new pride in our 
Valleys’ presentations, and in many 
cases, the work has gone to the next 
level.  
 We have listened to our members, 
and have a new 4th Degree written 
with a video now in production. 
We will re-edit the old 4th as a 
membership recruitment tool. Our 
new video of the 17th Degree, the 
most difficult degree for many Valleys 
to stage, is receiving kudos throughout 
the jurisdiction.  

 I encourage Valleys to add their own 
touch to their degrees and have fun 
doing it.  Each of our 102 Valleys do 
things differently, and that’s okay by me!

Passports
 We have updated the Degree Passport 
and distributed it to all our Valleys.  
Once a brother completes the white 
passport, he will be issued a gold 
passport to begin the journey again. 
Anyone completing the gold passport 
will receive a newly designed pocket 
jewel. Yes, this will be retroactive. 
These new pocket jewels will 
recognize the determination  
and dedication of the  
members wearing them.

Masonic Marketplace
 We opened a state-of-the-art online 
store, The Masonic Marketplace. Fully 
on-demand, the store is unlike any 
Masonic shopping site in the country. 
You can select from more than 3,000 
products, including apparel, tech 
accessories, backpacks, executive gifts, 
golf products, and more. All products 
are fully customizable, and Scottish 
Rite 32° and 33° eagles, “Not Just a 
Man. A Mason.” logos, and square 
and compasses are ready for ordering. 
The nation’s top apparel brands are 
featured as are options for our ladies. 
All proceeds go to support the Grand 
Almoner’s Fund. Check it out at  
www.TheMasonicMarketplace.com.

Sammy Lee Davis Peace  
and Freedom Recognition
 We can never thank and salute  
our veterans enough, but our  
Sammy L. Davis Peace and Freedom 
pin is a small way to say thank  
you. All veterans in the NMJ are 
eligible to receive this pin with  
our thanks. Sammy is a 33°  
member of Scottish Rite and  
recipient of the Medal of Honor.  
We are proud to name this  
pin in his honor. We are  
proud of all of our  
veterans!

Annual Meeting
 I am still receiving great comments 
about our session in Milwaukee. Many 
veteran attendees are citing this as 
the best session ever. That’s quite a 
compliment. We are already making 
our plans for 2021 in Cleveland, and 
we welcome all Scottish Rite Masons 
to attend, whether you are a 32˚ or 
33˚ Mason. There is plenty of fun  
to be had by all.
 There is much more to come. 
Now, can you see why I’m so excited 
about our future?  I hope you are 
willing to help share my 2020 vision. 
The coming decade will bring more 
excitement for our fraternity!  
Hang on. Here we go!

Fraternally,
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Once a brother  
completes the white 
passport,  he will be  
issued a gold passport 
to begin the journey 
again.
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK  
Family Matters by P.J. Roup, 33 ,̊ Editor, Active for Pennsylvania

No matter how you wrap it up and 
put a bow on it, it is true: no one 

gets where he is going alone. Nowhere 
is that truer than here in our Masonic 
family.  

Throughout these pages, we have featured 
the family of Freemasonry, and it is evident 
that our roots are deep and our branches 
many. Our roots—the Grand Masters of 
the 15 states that comprise the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction—provide the firm 
foundation upon which the rest of our 
family tree can thrive. I hope you enjoy 
your brief glimpse into the lives of these 
servant leaders.

The leaders of the other appendant bodies 
also serve to help our tree flourish by 
providing instruction, fellowship, and 
leadership opportunities to so many good 
and worthy brothers. They bring light and 
knowledge to those who want to better 
themselves in all that the Craft can offer. 
We are proud to call them family.

Since we are talking about family, it seems 
fitting that I thank my new one. I joined 
the Supreme Council family last September 
as Assistant Editor for this esteemed 
publication, and now, upon the retirement 
of Alan Foulds, I take over the leadership 
position. As only the fourth editor in its first  
50 years, I acknowledge that the task before  
me is one of import. Alan, and those who  
served before him, have made this a super-
lative publication. I have big shoes to fill.

I cannot thank Alan enough for the work 
he has done in his years at the helm or 
for the support he has given me in the 
transition. I look forward to continuing 
the tradition of excellence for which The 
Northern Light has become known.   

It was a team effort.

Teamwork makes  
the dream work.

It takes a village.

T H E
N O R T H E R N

L I G H T
A magazine of 32˚ Scottish Rite Freemasonry

February 2020
Vol. 51
No. 1

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Linda Patch

EDITOR
P.J. Roup, 33°

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Rodney E. Boyce, 33°

DESIGN CONTRIBUTOR
Matt Blaisdell, 32°

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
Thomas R. Labagh, 33°, chairman

Richard V. Travis, 33°
Donald R. Heldman, 33°
Donald G. Duquette, 33°

P.J. Roup, 33°
Linda Patch

SUPREME COUNCIL, 33°
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite,

Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A.

SOVEREIGN GRAND COMMANDER
David A. Glattly, 33°

THE NORTHERN LIGHT
(ISSN 1088-4416) is published quarterly in 
February, May, August, and November by 

the Supreme Council, 33°, Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, 
U.S.A., as the official publication. Printed in 

U.S.A. Periodicals postage paid at Boston, MA, 
and at additional mailing offices.

 
POSTMASTER

Send address changes to
The Northern Light

PO Box 519, Lexington, MA 02420-0519

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 519, Lexington, MA 02420-0519

EDITORIAL OFFICE
33 Marrett Road (Route 2A),

Lexington, MA 02421
Ph: 781-862-4410

email: editor@srnmj.org

WEBSITE:
www.ScottishRiteNMJ.org

@scottishritenmj
@TNLMagazine

Copyright ©2020 by Trustees of the Supreme 
Council of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite 

of Freemasonry for the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction, U.S.A.



R ealizing that time and distance 
often become prohibitive factors 
for many Master Masons to 

join the Scottish Rite, the Fraternal 
Development Committee and the 
Membership Department designed 
Rite on the Road kits as a way to 
assist Valleys in spreading the reach 
of the Scottish Rite, NMJ. We 
developed these kits to bring a more 
professional and consistent Scottish 
Rite Experience closer to home by 
leveraging video projectors and our 
educational resources. Valleys can 
also use this kit as a way to start 
Master Masons on their Scottish Rite 
journey locally, by showing the 4° 
and then encouraging attendance at 
the regularly scheduled reunion. The 
benefit is that this not only increases 
the number of joining opportunities 
but also reduces the effort and  
man-hours to put on degrees. 

Many of you reading this may 
think that we are 
just exposing our 
rituals to anyone. 
To guard against 
this, each kit also 

comes with a guideline and script that 
must be adhered to and administered 
by a presiding officer in the Valley. 
This idea came from a program a 
few Valleys have implemented either 
because they don’t have a designated 
building or they enjoy the traveling 
degrees, and it has proven successful. 
“There are 365 days in a calendar 
year, but Valleys only offer joining 
opportunities once or twice a year 
during their stated reunions. If a 
prospective member is not able to 
make that ONE day, they miss out on 
the opportunity,” stated Director of 
Membership, George T. Taylor IV, 32°.

Valleys can also use the kits to 
provide informational programs to 
local Lodges or Masonic Districts 
about who and what the Scottish 
Rite, NMJ is. Our educational 

video series, the “Not Just A Man.  
A Mason.” Campaign, and our other 
anthem videos now come to interested 
brothers in one small, lightweight, and 
easy to carry kit. 

Be on the lookout for posts and 
stories as Valleys start to use the Rite 
on the Road kits. Rite on the Road 
is sure to move your Valley into the 
membership fast lane. If your Valley 
is planning one of these events, please 
use the #RiteontheRoad hashtag when 
promoting it on social media to share, 
not only the event, but the Scottish 
Rite experience throughout the 
jurisdiction.  
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VALLEY RESOURCES  
Rite on the Road by George T. Taylor IV, 32 ,̊ Director of Membership and Valley Relations

N E W S

Supreme Council introduces new resource to encourage 
growth and share the Scottish Rite experience.
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NMJ ONLINE  
Member Center 
Receives Upgrade by John Brian McNaughton, 33 ,̊ Web Manager

8 The Northern LightScottishRiteNMJ.org

The newly redesigned 
member center was 
launched in October 
2019 and can be 
accessed from the 
NMJ website. Once 
registered, users now 
have an expanded 
view of their member 
information in a cleaner, 
more intuitive layout.

The new Member  
Center landing  
page has a sleek  
design. Whether  
you are returning  
or registering for the  
first time, getting  
to the dashboard  
is a snap.

Member Center Welcome

Member Center Registration

Member Center Login
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If you haven’t already done so, we encourage you to register your 
account. To get started, you will need your member number found 
on your membership card and your date of birth. If you have any 
difficulties, our help desk is on hand to assist you. 

My Dashboard
Users can select this tab to access to a high-level overview of some of the 
main components of their membership including profile, achievements, 
passport status, secretary contact information, and more.My Profile

In this section, users can update their personal contact information as well as 
family and military service records.

My Payments
Navigate to this section for easy payment of dues and optional Valley and 
Supreme Council donations.

Valley Contacts
This section includes home Valley contact information as well as that of every 
Valley in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. This is an extremely helpful 
resource when planning on visiting other valleys and communicating with 
Valley secretaries.

My Degree History
Here is a complete record of all witnessed degrees as well as easy access to 
other Valleys conferring degrees needed.

Member Center Landing Page
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What we are looking for is behavior 
that promotes the betterment of 

society and not disharmony. While we 
can all speculate about the reasons for 
male (and female) behavior, whether 
biological or social, as it relates to 
very early humans, our interest is in 
the modern man. We propose that 
rather than an individual burdened 
by dominant and aggressive behaviors 
formed long ago, this modern 
man should exhibit more chivalric 
characteristics: humility, faith, integrity, 
justice, and courage. These qualities 
serve to enhance, and not detract from, 
the well-being of society.
 Let’s look more closely at the 
stereotypical male, since after all, this is 
the role model a man will follow if there 
aren’t any other examples out there. 
Psychologist Ellen Hendriksen from 
Boston University talks about what she 
calls toxic masculinity or the “man in  
a box” trapped by a set of narrow rules 
laid out that define being a man.  
These include:

 Further, hyper-masculine men are 
especially dominant over men who find 
themselves outside the box. In other 
words, If I’m trapped inside this confining 
box, you should be too!
 So if these are just roles played 
by males presumably because that’s 
what society tells them to be, is there 
something deeper, waiting to get 
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Leaders  

    the Packof

• Dominance over  
 everyone else
• No emotions other than  
 bravado or rage
• Winning; never losing
• Don’t depend on anyone
• Suffer pain in silence
• Don’t do anything that  
 could be construed as  
 weakness

by William (Sandy) Karstens IV, 33 ,̊ Active for Vermont

Where do we begin on such a topic as manhood?
Few would argue that the issue of masculinity is fraught with 

long-standing historical and social roles and stereotypes, some  
good, some not so good. Our culture is full of superficial  

measures of what being a man should look like: from the 
tough, macho image to the hyper-competitive win-at-any-cost  

mentality. Most of us can identify typical male behavioral  
stereotypes, and we probably all agree that some of these  

characteristics are generally not desirable in society. One might  
argue they are not particularly good for men’s health either.
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out, to transcend these stereotypes? 
Richard Rohr, a Franciscan priest 
who founded the Center for Action 
and Contemplation, talks of the 
“shadow self”—any part of ourselves 
or our institutions that we try to 
hide or deny because it seems socially 
unacceptable. This, he says, “has led 
to our success-driven culture that 
scorns failure, powerlessness, and any 
form of poverty. Yet Jesus begins his 
Sermon on the Mount by praising ‘the 
poor in spirit.’ Nonviolence, weakness, 
and simplicity are also part of the 
American shadow self. We avoid the 
very things that Jesus praises, and we 
try to project a strong, secure, successful 
image to ourselves and the world. We 
reject vulnerability and seek dominance 
instead.” So, over 2,000 years ago Jesus 
was trying to promote a very different 
image. Perhaps there’s hope! 

 Unfortunately, the stereotypical male 
was further solidified in more recent 
history, when studies in the 1940s by 
Rudolph Schenkel on captured wolves 
introduced the idea of the now-familiar 
alpha wolf: the dominant wolf battling 
for supremacy and rule within the pack. 
In 1970, a book written by L. David 
Mech perpetuated this notion of alpha 
and beta wolves with “the alphas who 
were domineering, aggressive, and 
violent, and used these qualities to fight 

off rivals to become the supreme 
leader of the pack.” It didn’t take 
long for these ideas to be applied 
to humans—usually males—thus 
fitting in with the accepted model 
of the dominating, aggressive male.
 So, is the path to being a better 
man simply the opposite of these 
characteristics? In a way, yes. But it’s 
a bit more complicated than that. 

Hendriksen says that there is nothing 
toxic about working hard, providing for 
one’s family, winning at sports, being 
loyal to friends, or being respected.  
But I believe that this last characteristic 
gets at the heart of the matter: at a 
fundamental level, every human wants 
to feel respected, valued, recognized,  
and affirmed. 
 The problem comes about in the 
ways people try to gain this respect. 
It certainly varies a lot, and it appears 
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Common sense  
tells us one doesn’t  

gain true respect   
by dominance 

and aggression.
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males may not be particularly good at 
it, as our list above suggests. Common 
sense tells us one doesn’t gain true 
respect by dominance and aggression—
that’s just control through fear. Being 
valued or recognized suggests that 
people come to you for your thoughts 
and input. Rage, bravado, or winning 
won’t bring people to your door. In fact, 
developing true respect as well as that 
special character that draws people to 
you rather than away from you takes 
time, and that’s a problem in a society 
that insists on instant results!  
 It takes time to gain experience, 
to build self-confidence, to develop 
a strong spiritual center, and to 
be able to move through life with 
a humility that can guide anyone 
through the roughest of storms. 
In many ways, it’s a constant life 
project. For this reason, I contend 
that the Masonic fraternity is 
uniquely qualified to aid in this 
transformation.
 The fraternity offers constant 
reminders of good behavior in 
society: building one’s character as 
a man, getting along with other people, 
and helping to find a deeper connection 
with the Divine. I’m particularly fond of 
a passage in the 24th degree, Brother of 
the Forest where the Indian Chief prays, 
“I seek strength, not to be greater than 
my brother, but to fight my greatest 
enemy: myself.” 
 Maybe more men would find 
success in life if they worried less about 
dominating others and more about 
improving themselves. As the saying 

goes, “To rule has been the lot of many, 
but to rule well has been the fortune of 
but few.” True leadership provides a rich 
opportunity to develop confidence in 
oneself, interact effectively with peers, 
improve the quality of the organization, 
and nurture growth in others. Pope 
Francis tells us that the word “authority” 
comes from the Latin “augere,” which 
means to make grow. When exercised 
correctly, authority implies creating  
a space where a person can grow.  
How wonderfully productive! 

 Leadership within the Masonic 
fraternity is very different from the 
workplace. Leading in a volunteer 
setting requires being even better at 
using the usual leadership skills: leading 
by example, delegating and relying on 
others, motivating, dealing with conflict 
in a productive manner, and so on. Even 
more, the Masonic leader has to develop 
a calm disposition since his influence 
must promote harmony in the Lodge. 
Ultimately, true fellowship, spiritual 

development, the meditative practice of 
ritual, and the deep enrichment found 
in the Lodge are all designed to build 
self-confidence and social development 
in a way found nowhere else. As the 
Vermont Master Mason charge states, 
“Do not measure your importance 
by your title or your money, but by 
the texture of your character and the 
cleanliness of your speech. Make others 
to know always that a gentleman stands 
before them.” The teaching of this 
degree, then, is that it is your duty to 

make the most and best of yourself!
    To close, I’d like to return to the 
alpha male wolf study mentioned 
earlier. It turns out that the study 
was fundamentally flawed in that 
it didn’t pertain to wolves living in 
the wild. What researchers found 
instead, was that wolf packs actually 
consisted of little nuclear wolf 
families. So the alpha wolves (male 
and female) are simply the parents of 
the rest of the pack! Certainly there’s 
protecting your family from outside 
aggression, but that dominance is no 
different from any healthy parent-

child relationship. What they found 
was something very different and it says 
a lot, I think, about what being a true 
man is all about. Here’s their important  
take-away:
 “The main characteristic of an alpha 
male wolf is a quiet confidence, quiet 
self-assurance. You know what you  
need to do; you know what’s best for  
the pack. You lead by example. You’re 
very comfortable with that. You have  
a calming effect.”  
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The Masonic leader 
has to develop  

a calm disposition  
since his influence  

must promote harmony 
in the Lodge.

Leaders of the Pack continued



THE CRAFT HELPING THE CRAFTS
T  he Santa Fe Indian Market is an an-

nual art exposition that was established 
in 1922 in an effort to promote traditional 
Native American arts and crafts.  It draws 
an estimated 150,000 visitors to Santa Fe  
from around the world each year. The market  
features Native American jewelry, textile 
weavings, paintings, wood carvings, sculptures, 
beadwork, basketry, and many other crafts. 
For the last two years, the Valley of Santa Fe 

has been proud to host artists who were not 
able to obtain booths at the main plaza venue 
because of changing requirements and a shift 
in artistic focus. The Free Indian Market has 
quickly become one of the most successful and 
popular events held in tandem with the Santa  
Fe Indian Market. The spacious Scottish Rite 
Temple was used to accommodate 90 artists, 
beginning in 2018 and grew to almost 300 
artists this year.

The Valley of Santa Fe hosted almost 300 artists 
this year in the Free Indian Market.

Valley of Atlanta Honors First Responders
O  n September 5, 2019, the Scottish 

Rite Freemasonry Valley of Atlanta 
presented the Arthur M. Kaplan Awards at 
the Atlanta Masonic Center. These awards 
are named for Judge Arthur M. Kaplan, 
a World War II veteran who, serving as a 
Navy Frogman, assisted medics on the ship 
on which he served that was struck 13 times. 
His life as a First Responder is remembered 
in this award for those who put their lives on 
the line to save others today.

The Keynote Speaker for the evening 
was Right Worshipful Brother Moises I. 
Gomez, Grand Historian of the Grand 
Lodge of New Jersey. Bro. Gomez was 

working and responded to the terrorist  
attacks on our nation’s soil in 1993 and 
again on September 11, 2001. Brother 
Gomez has presided over eight different 
Masonic bodies and holds membership 
in more than 40 Masonic organizations, 
research groups, and like societies. This 
night he honored nine individuals in the 
Atlanta area who have heroically served as 
First Responders in emergencies.

Also honored was Canine Officer 
Ginger, the first K9 officer of the Georgia 
Gwinnett College Police Department. 
She was initially trained and utilized for 
narcotics detection, but, as of April 2018, 

she transitioned into her new role as “Police 
Ambassador” K9. 

2020 Supreme Council Leadership Workshops

L  eadership is all about sustainable success  
over generations of membership! 

How well we develop our future leaders 
is a critical role of effective leadership. The 
Southern Jurisdiction Membership Team 
has selected three great venues for our 2020 
Leadership Workshops:

March 13–14 in Charlotte, 
NC, at the Concord Mills 
Embassy Suites

March 27 – 28 in 
St. Louis, MO, at 
the Downtown 
Hyatt Regency

 
April 24 – 25 in San 
Diego, CA, at the 
Hilton Doubletree 
Mission Valley

We have an outstanding agenda  
consistent with our Supreme Council  

Session theme of Passing the Tools of 
Leadership! This will present a strong  
message of continuity to our members. 
With topics focused on Leadership, 
Membership Engagement, and Enhanced 
Communication taught by an outstanding  
cast of speakers, we will continue to 
focus on this goal of Passing the Tools of 
Leadership. Preconference Operational 
and Fellows meetings will begin on Friday 
mornings followed by the conference  
presentation and breakout sessions.

Honorees at the Atlanta Arthur M. Kaplan Awards 
night. Front row left is R.W. Moises Gomez, speaker 
of the evening, and front row center is Canine 
Officer Ginger, special honoree.

13February 2020 ScottishRiteNMJ.org
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Every month, the Scottish Rite 
Masonic Museum & Library adds 
to our collection of over 17,000 

objects through gifts from generous 
donors and by purchase.  In seeking 
new material for the collection, we  
are on the lookout for special items 
that help us tell an engaging story 
about the history of Freemasonry  
and fraternalism in America from  
the 1700s through the present day.  

Here are some of the Museum’s recent 
acquisitions. 

Just a few months ago, the Museum 
purchased a Mark jewel that belonged 
to David C. Foster (1792-1823), a 
member of Washington Chapter No. 
3 in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
The unusual shape of this jewel 
incorporates symbols associated with 
some of the different degrees that 

were part of the Royal Arch.  Thomas 
Colling (1789-1859) of Utica, New 
York, owned another Mark jewel 
added to the collection in the last year.  
This shield-shaped jewel bears his 
name along with that of his chapter,  
Oneida Royal Arch Chapter No. 57 
in Utica.  The other side of Colling’s 
jewel shows the mark he selected 
for himself when he took the Mark 
degree—a female figure with an 
anchor, representing hope. 

THE FAMILY OF FREEMASONRY  
Recent Acquisitions at the 
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library
The Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library’s collection is one of the 
largest of its kind in the United States.  The Museum’s holdings include 
hundreds of aprons, a few thousand badges and jewels, hundreds of  
examples of Masonic and fraternal regalia, as well as banners, furniture, 
photographs, fine art, and prints related to Freemasonry. These items 
are connected not only to Masonic lodges and Scottish Rite Valleys, but 
are also linked to many of the organizations and people that make up 
the family of Freemasonry.

The Northern Light14 srmml.org

Mark Jewel Made for 
David C. Foster, 1816. 
New Hampshire. 
Museum Purchase, 
2019.014a. Julia 
Featheringill 
Photography.

Reverse of Mark 
Jewel Made for David 
C. Foster, 1816. New 
Hampshire. Museum 
Purchase, 2019.014a. 
Julia Featheringill 
Photography.

Mark Medal Made 
for Thomas Colling, 
1819-1827. New York. 
Museum Purchase, 
2018.017a.  Photograph 
by David Bohl.

Reverse of Mark  
Medal Made for  
Thomas Colling, 
1819-1827. New York. 
Museum Purchase, 
2018.017a.  Photograph 
by David Bohl.
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Just recently, the Museum acquired a 
photograph of the 1933 Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, DeMolay baseball 
team.  This group played in that town’s 
amateur Sunset League, which was an 
“after supper” league that met from 
May through August.  The DeMolays’ 
competition for the 1933 season 
included teams from the Knights 
of Columbus, the Atlantic Gypsum 
Products Company, two teams from 
the Portsmouth Navy Yard, and one 
from the nearby town of Kittery, 
Maine.  At the season’s start, a local 
paper noted that the DeMolays 
were “going forward with plans for 
capturing the title.”  Though they 
often led the standings throughout 
the season, the DeMolays fell to the 
Knights of Columbus in post-season 
play.
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Patrol and Drum Corps Bolero, 1950-1970.  
New London, OH. Museum Purchase, 2019.013.6.  
Julia Featheringill Photography.

This spring the Museum purchased 
several garments that served as 
embroidery samples at the now-closed 
factory of Fraternal Supplies in New 
London, Ohio.  Among them was 
this Shrine parade jacket embellished 
with fringe, brightly colored satin, and 
embroidered flowers.  The oranges 
decorating the sleeve hems allude to 
the Florida location of the Morocco 
Temple for which it was made.  A tag 
on the garment notes that this model 
bolero-style jacket “is correct in  
all detail.”

DeMolay Baseball 
Team, 1933. S. H. 
Kingsbury, Portsmouth, 
NH. Museum Purchase, 
2019.020.

by Hilary Anderson Stelling, Director of Collections and Exhibitions
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This Royal Arch apron is thought  
to have belonged to the former 
Sovereign Grand Commander of 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, 
Edward Asa Raymond (1792-1864).  
Descended in the Raymond family, 
this apron, hand-painted with 
symbols associated with the Royal 
Arch degrees, may date from when 
Raymond joined St. Paul’s Chapter  
in Boston in 1819.  He later went on 
to serve as High Priest of the chapter 
and as Grand High Priest of the state. 

The Museum recently purchased a pair 
of blue and white hand-thrown bowls 
decorated in relief with double-headed 
eagles, the number 32, and the words, 
“Asheville, NC.” Artisans at Pisgah 
Forest Pottery near Asheville, North 
Carolina crafted these little porcelain 
bowls in 1942.  Walter Benjamin 
Stephens (1876-1961) founded the 
pottery in 1926.  He was also an active 
Mason—a member of West Asheville 
Lodge No. 665, who received the 32° 
at the Valley of Asheville in 1937. 
Throughout his long career as a potter, 
Stephens was particularly interested 
in cameo, or relief, designs—like the 
decorations on these bowls—and 
in developing colorful glazes for his 
wares.  
 

In 1951, Isamay Addis received 
this personalized framed mirror—
decorated with reverse painting on 
glass—as a member of the Rainbow 
Girls Dearborn Assembly No. 3 in 
Michigan.  She went on to serve as a 
Worthy Advisor at the Assembly and 
on the State Board for Rainbow Girls.  
Isamay met her future husband, Bob 
Osborne (1936-2008)—later a 33° 
and Deputy for Michigan, when they 
were both members of Masonic youth 
groups in Dearborn.  
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Apron, 1819-1840.  
New England. Museum Purchase,  
2019.016. Julia Featheringill Photography. Rainbow Girls Emblem, 1951. C. H. Johns, Detroit, MI.  

Gift of Mrs. Robert N. Osborne, 2019.011.1.  
Julia Featheringill Photography. 

Bowls, 1942. Pisgah Forest Pottery, Asheville, NC.  
Purchase, 2019.018a-b. Image created and copyrighted 
by Leland Little Auctions, Ltd., October Gallery Auction, 
October 12, 2019.

If you have a question about our 
collection or would like to talk about 
a donation, please get in touch at 
hstelling@srmml.org.

RECENT ACQUISITIONS continued
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The Scottish Rite Masonic 
Museum & Library often receives 
calls from Masonic lodges 

and Valleys asking how to preserve 
their historic documents—charters, 
minute books, and certificates—as 
well as photographs and books. We 
have updated and revised one of our 
most popular resources, Caring for 
Your Masonic Treasures. This 21-page 
booklet is now available at  
www.srmml.org/caring-for-your-
masonic-treasures.  Feel free to consult 
the PDF online, download it to your 
device, or print it out.

We hope this booklet will help you get 
started with preserving your Lodge’s 
or Valley’s historic material. The 
booklet outlines various preservation 

techniques and explains:

 • The kinds of materials you might  
  encounter in your collection

 • The ideal conditions in which to  
  store your collections

 • The types of storage enclosures  
  (boxes, folders, etc.) to use when  
  storing your collections

 • How to contact and hire a  
  professional conservator to repair  
  damaged documents and books.

We hope that the guidelines in Caring 
for Your Masonic Treasures will help you 
feel confident that you are doing what 
you can to help ensure the long-term 
preservation of your Lodge’s or Valley’s 
documents, photographs,  
and books.  
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Caring for Your  
Masonic Treasures  by Jeffrey Croteau, Director of the Van Gordan-Williams Library and Archives

Caring for Your MasoniC Treasures  DoCuMenTs, PhoTograPhs, anD Books
The Van Gorden-Williams Library  
& Archives is located in Lexington, 
Massachusetts, at the Scottish Rite  
Masonic Museum & Library and is  
open to the public 10-4, Wednesday-
Saturday. 

Have questions?
Drop us a line at library@srmml.org  
or give us a call at 781-457-4109.

?
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Master  
of the  
Temple

9 T H  D E G R E E



E D U C A T I O N

The Master of the Temple is 
set during a ceremony 

called the Day of Dedication.  The 
Ark of the Covenant is placed in the 
Holy of Holies after a parade through 
Jerusalem.  King Solomon hosts all 
the kingdom’s citizens, along with 
various foreign dignitaries and holy 
men, in hopes of sharing his people’s 
faith and learning about the respective 
faiths of his visitors.  When Hadad, a 
philosopher from the village of Edom, 
ridicules the procession as a “foolish 
prattle of babes who cannot reason,” he 
is accused of madness and blasphemy.  
Undeterred, Hadad goes on to point 
out how man has blind obedience to 
a God (or gods) that cannot be seen, 
nor seems to care for the existence 
of mortals or the courses of their 
lives.  King Solomon calls for order 
as Adoniram, one of the overseeing 
superintendents of work, arrives.

Adoniram recalls a dream of the new 
temple and how his meditation of it 
cast him down the path of local charity 
and care.  He tends to a family in 
mourning, a confused workman, and 
reunites a lost child with its mother, 
ending his journey with a meditation 
to God in a shade of olive trees. King 

Solomon listens to Adoniram’s story 
and praises the superintendent as a 
Master of the Temple, stating, “He who 
serves God’s creatures, who ministers 
to God’s children, who adores God in 
the solitary chamber of his own heart, 
he worships God in sincerity and in 
truth.”  Hadad realizes his mistake, 
retracts his earlier position with the 
forgiveness of King Solomon, and is 
tasked to follow in Adoniram’s path 
toward enlightenment and peace.

One of the reasons for my choosing 
the Ninth Degree is its essence of 
contemplative practice.  It is during 
one’s personal meditations where 
life experiences and knowledge are 
reviewed and prepared.  The case of 
Adoniram is an excellent example of 

this practice.  The devoutly spiritual 
Adoniram takes a journey that places 
him in the paths of several people 
who are in need.  Without concern 
for himself, the superintendent cares 
for a mourning family, guides a fellow 
workman, and reunites a mother and 
child.  It is during these acts where 
he feels freedom, fulfillment, and 
connection with God. The knowledge 
that the connection with and assurance 
of God’s presence can be revealed from 
the care of your fellow man is a source 
of comfort to me.  After all, according 
to the Book of Genesis, man was made 
in God’s image.  From a Masonic 
standpoint, it isn’t enough to bear 
God’s likeness. Committing the same 
acts of care and genuine empathy are 
essential to others and the self.  Having 
personally witnessed this degree,  
I believe that true connection  
with God, regardless of  
my spiritual background,  
is the fruit of labor  
toward the care  
for humanity.   
When one cares  
for another,  
he is simultane- 
ously caring  
for himself.  

by David Charles Hanna, 33°,  HGA 

The Ninth Degree of the Lodge of Perfection emphasizes the importance of care 
towards mankind, regardless of one’s religious background.  It also addresses the 
unification of mankind via spiritual culture, specifically that minor differences in 
canon and culture are not factors of division, but of harmonious education. With 
such unity, man can not only worship God as he sees fit but also places himself  
before the altar of his fellow man.  To be of service to others is the second hallmark 
of this degree. 
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He who serves God’s 
creatures, who ministers 
to God’s children,  
who adores God in the 
solitary chamber of his 
own heart, he worships 
God in sincerity and  
in truth.

Master  
of the  
Temple
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Sublime  
Master  
Elected

1 1 T H  D E G R E E

The Tax Collector Degree



E D U C A T I O N

The thing I find interesting 
regarding several of our 

degrees is that they really are about 
how we live our lives as Masons.  In 
church this past week, my Pastor 
was talking about putting your trust 
in God and having faith in God.  
My mind immediately jumped to 
Constans’ words in the 32nd Degree 
that we all know so well.  The 11th 
Degree has this same effect on me. 
This degree is about what it means to 
be a public servant and to keep the 
public trust.  You see, I have spent my 
entire career as a public servant in one 
form or another.  During those years, 
I have been witness to many occasions 
when public servants have exchanged 
that notion of “public service” to one 
of “service of self.”

The 11th Degree has all of the 
makings of a script from a blockbuster 
movie that could have been directed 
by one of the great Hollywood 
legends.  There is a criminal scheme, 
tax corruption, deceit of the king, 
bribery, and a potential love story. 

The cast of characters would make any 
Mason proud as both King Solomon 
and Hiram, King of Tyre, have 

essential roles.  Naturally there is the 
hero, Jonathan, who is showing great 
promise as a member of the Craft.  
Additionally, there are three stooges, 
all tax collectors: Moe, er, I mean 
Nadab, the Chief Tax Collector, and 
his assistants Abijah and Abinadab.

Then there is Zibeon, a business 
owner, whose beautiful daughter 
Tamar, has attracted the attention of 
both Jonathan and Nadab.  Finally, 
there is Ben Azariah, a man of wealth, 
an individual whose character has 
existed throughout the ages. He is the 
rich guy who knows how to play the 
system to get whatever he wants—the 
type of person the audience just wants 
to despise.    

The drama begins in the small village 
of Capernaum during the reign 
of Solomon, circa 970-932 BC.  
Capernaum sits on the north edge 
of the Sea of Galilee about 80 miles 
north of Jerusalem. The population  
of Capernaum at that time is thought 
to be less than 1,000.

The first scene opens in Nadab’s 
office where his two henchmen are 
attempting to extort additional taxes 
from several of the townspeople.  This 
year’s taxes have almost doubled, and 
the people are not able to pay.  The 
townspeople don’t understand how 
King Solomon’s taxes can be so unfair.  
Many suspect Nadab is the reason for 
the increase.

Nadab enters his office and instructs 
his minions to use the lash to get 
people to pay more.  He openly boasts 
how he purchased the right to collect 
the taxes for King Solomon.  Nadab 
speculates that in one or two years he 
will have enough power and wealth to 
do whatever he wants. 
 
Nadab meets with Zibeon and offers 
to reduce Zibeon’s taxes in exchange 
for the hand of his daughter, Tamar.  

by Nicholas Graff, 33°, MSA, Active for Illinois 

In the November edition of The Northern Light, the Ritual Committee began a 
series of articles highlighting the degrees of the Scottish Rite. For this issue, I have 
chosen the 11th Degree, Sublime Master Elected, from the Lodge of Perfection. I 
have been mulling over this task for several months, trying to figure out how to 
write a synopsis of a rather obscure degree.  Not that this degree is uninteresting, 
it’s just one we don’t present very often.  It has a rather large cast and consists of 
several different scenes where staging can be problematic.  
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The 11th Degree has  
all of the makings of  
a script from a block- 
buster movie that  
could have been  
directed by one of  
the great Hollywood 
legends. 

Sublime  
Master  
Elected
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Brother Jonathan overhears the 
conversation and expresses to Zibeon 
his desire to ask for Tamar’s hand 
as well.  Zibeon is aware of Tamar’s 
love for Jonathan, but in this time, 
daughters are considered property 
whose future is open for negotiation.  
Zibeon leaves the scene promising 
Nadab a response to his proposal the 
next day.  The scene closes with Nadab 
berating his henchmen for being so 
lenient on the townspeople and not 
collecting enough taxes. 

Scene two takes place the following 
day in the marketplace of the village.  
Nadab is instructing his people on the 
proper way to collect taxes.  Jonathan 
passes by, and Nadab takes the 
opportunity to adjust Jonathan’s taxes 
from 2 shekels to 20 shekels claiming 
the zero was left off in error.  Nadab 
also mocks Jonathan’s Masonic beliefs. 
Zibeon overhears this exchange and 
tells Nadab that he is not worthy 
of Tamar and that he will give his 
daughter’s hand to Jonathan.  This 
infuriates Nadab, who threatens to 
punish Jonathan in the marketplace 
for not paying his proper taxes.  A 
crowd gathers and becomes unruly 
because of Nadab’s threats  
to Jonathan.  

Nadab makes his escape but promises 
revenge sometime in the future.

The third scene takes place on the  
road between Capernaum and 
Jerusalem.  We find Abijah and 
Abinadab struggling to transport 
Nadab’s cache of taxes to King 
Solomon’s Court.  The man of wealth, 
Ben Azariah, appears and sets up camp 
near the two men.  Azariah takes little 
notice of the men until Nadab arrives 
and tries to collect the taxes owed 
him.  Through the use of wine, food, 
and treasure, the rich man persuades 
Nadab to forgive his tax debt.  The 
scene ends with the wine flowing 
freely and the three tax collectors 
falling for the rich man’s courtesies.  
The next morning Ben Azariah is gone 
leaving only Nadab and the two to 
complete the trip to pay what is  
due to King Solomon.

The final scene takes place in the 
Court of King Solomon.  I encourage 
you to watch the 11th Degree to see 
what finally happens.

The lessons of this degree are 
appropriately summarized in its 
prologue.  The degree reminds us that 
public office is a public trust and that 
officials owe a special obligation to 
those whom they are chosen to serve. 
It emphasizes that the true and faithful 
Mason should not condone or excuse 
dishonesty or corruption by public 
officials. Finally, if chosen for public 
service, the Mason should consider  
his office a sacred trust to be 
administered with humility and  
in the true interests of all the people.

My hope is that should you find 
yourself entrusted to a public office, 
you will remember the lessons of 
Nadab and Jonathan as exemplified in 
the 11th Degree of the Scottish Rite, 
Sublime Master Elected.  
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I encourage you  
to watch the 11th  
Degree to see what  
finally happens. 

SUBLIME MASTER ELECTED continued
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Meet Your  
Grand Masters
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Melvin E. Johnson 

Hometown 
Hartford, CT

Lodge 
Wyllys St. Johns  

No. 4

Valley 
Hartford

Favorite Book 
Bible

Best event attended  
as a Master Mason  

or Grand Master 
33rd Degree

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 

Benjamin Franklin

Last Book Read 
The Radical Enlightenment

Fun Fact 
The Oldest Man to Serve  

as Grand Master in 
Connecticut

Stephen F. Oakley 

Hometown 
Pairie Du Rocher, IL

Lodge 
East  

No. 504

Valley 
Southern Illinois

Favorite Movie 
We Were Soldiers

Current Job 
Retired Chemical Operator

Hobbies 
Hunting, Fishing,  
and Motorcycles

Pet Peeve 
Apathy

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 

Benjamin Franklin

Last Book Read 
Decision Points

Evan R. Moody

Hometown 
Newark, DE

Lodge 
Jackson  

No. 19

Valley 
Wilmington

Favorite Movie 
My Cousin Vinnie

Dream Job 
Life Guard  

at a Senior Center

Pet Peeve 
Slow Drivers  

in the Fast Lane

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 

General Thomas J. 
“Stonewall” Jackson

Last Book Read 
Legends and Lies  

by Bill O’Reilly

We asked the fifteen 
Grand Masters from 
the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction to answer  
a few fun questions.... 

Here are their replies.

C T D E I L
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Richard Maggio 

Hometown 
Winchester, MA

Lodge 
William Parkman 

Lodge  
 

Valley 
Boston

Dream Job 
Own a Restaurant

Pet Peeve 
People Who Lack Empathy

Best event attended  
as a Master Mason  

or Grand Master 
Massachusetts  

State House Cornerstone 
Laying Ceremony

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 

Abraham Lincoln

Last Book Read 
Devil in the White City

Mark A. Manning 

Hometown 
South Haven, MI

Lodge 
Mattawan No. 268

Valley 
Grand Rapids

Favorite Food 
Dry Aged Bone-in  

Ribeye Steak

Favorite Movie 
Patton

First Job 
Sharecropper of Asparagus 

Patch at Age 12

Current Job 
Attorney

Dream Job 
Exotic Dancer

Last Book Read 
Reclaiming the Soul  

of Freemasonry

Mark E. Rustin 

Hometown 
Old Town, ME

Lodge 
Seminary Hill  

Daylight Lodge  
No. 220

Favorite Movie 
The Hunt For Red October

Favorite Book 
Diplomacy  

by Henry Kissenger

First Job 
Law Enforcement Officer

Pet Peeve 
Filling Out Surveys

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 

Carlyle Marney

Last Book Read 
The History of Bangor, ME

Kenneth Roy Jr. 

Hometown 
Evansville, IN

Lodge 
Evansville  

No. 64

Valley 
Evansville

Favorite Foods 
Chocolate or Peach Pie

Favorite Movies 
The Lord of the Rings  

Trilogy

Current Job 
Retired Law Enforcement

Dream Job 
County Sheriff

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 

My Wife and Children

Last Book Read 
Freemasonry for Dummies

I N M A M E M I

GRAND MASTERS continued
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Gregory J. Scott 

Hometown 
Bayonne, NJ

Lodge 
Peninsula  

No. 99

Valley 
Northern New Jersey

Favorite Food 
Veal Parmesan

Favorite Movie 
It’s a Wonderful Life

Current Job 
VP of Intermodal Logistics

Dream Job 
Astronaut

Fun Fact 
Playing Santa Claus and 

Seeing the Smiles and 
Hearing the Wishes  

of Children

Keith W. Newton 

Hometown 
Wilmington, OH

Lodge 
Wilmington  

No. 52

Valley 
Dayton

Favorite Movie 
Animal House

Pet Peeve 
Left Lane Lucies  
on the Highway

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 

Ronald Reagan

Fun Fact 
Enjoys Riding Dirt Bikes  

and Four Wheelers

William M. Sardone 

Hometown 
New York, NY

Lodge 
Composite  

No. 819

Valley 
New York

Favorite Movie 
Christmas Vacation  

and Any Star Trek Movie

First Job 
Fuller Brush Salesman  

at Age 12

Hobby 
Tractor Collecting

Pet Peeve 
Negative Attitudes

Best event attended  
as a Master Mason  

or Grand Master 
DeMolay 2nd Degree

Kenneth A. Clay Jr. 

Hometown 
Concord, NH

Lodge 
Horace Chase  

No. 72

Valley 
Concord

Favorite Movie 
Rudy

Dream Job 
Teacher

Hobby 
Golf

Best event attended  
as a Master Mason  

or Grand Master 
When I Was Coroneted  

a 33˚ Mason

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 

Ted Williams

N H N J N Y O H
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Kenneth F. Poyton 

Hometown 
Greenville, RI

Lodge 
Harmony  

No. 9

Valley 
Rhode Island

Favorite Food 
Pot Roast

Favorite Book 
Wins, Losses and Lessons  

by Lou Holtz

First Job 
Ferris Wheel Operator

Dream Job 
Professional Golfer

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 
Being a New Englander,  

Tom Brady

Robert C. Strader 

Hometown 
Amherst, OH

Lodge 
Freemasons  

No. 363

Valley 
Milwaukee

Favorite Books 
The DaVinci Code  

and The Lost Symbol

Hobby 
My Personal  

Masonic Library

Best event attended  
as a Master Mason  

or Grand Master 
Hosting the 2019  

Supreme Council Session  
in Milwaukee

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 

Red Skelton

Stuart V. Corso 

Hometown 
Danville, VT

Lodge 
Washburn  

No. 92

Valley 
Central Vermont  
and Burlington

Favorite Book 
The Book of Joy  

by the Dali Lama and 
Rev. Desmond Tutu, with 

Douglas Abrams

Current Job 
Semi-retired  

General Dentist

Best event attended as a Master 
Mason or Grand Master 

100th Anniversary of 
DeMolay International

Fun Fact 
Plays button accordian  

in a folk band

Thomas Gamon IV 

Hometown 
Schwensville, PA

Lodge 
Perkiomen  

No. 595

Valley 
Reading

Favorite Food 
Turkey and Filling

Hobbies 
Hunting, Fishing, 

Motorcycle Riding,  
and Antiquing

Best event attended  
as a Master Mason  

or Grand Master 
All of Them

Who would you pick as  
a dinner guest (living or dead) 

Albert T. Gamon

Last Book Read 
The Black Hills

P A R I V T W I

GRAND MASTERS continued
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Meet Your  
Grand Leaders

Jeffrey L. Sowder 
Imperial Potentate,  

Shriners International

Deary Vaughn 
Sovereign Grand Commander, 
United Supreme Council, AASR 

PHA Southern Jurisdiction

James H. Hodge 
General Grand High Priest, 

General Grand Chapter,  
Royal Arch Masons International

David A. Grindle
Most Puissant  

General Grand Master,  
Cryptic Masons International

Jeffrey N. Nelson
Most Eminent Grand Master, 

Grand Encampent  
of Knights Templar, USA

James D. Cole 
Sovereign Grand Commander, 

Supreme Council, AASR  
Southern Jurisdiction

Melvin J. Bazemore
Sovereign Grand Commander, 
United Supreme Council, AASR 

PHA Northern Jurisdiction

Robert S. Whitmore 
Sovereign Grand Commander, 

Supreme Council, AASR  
Canada
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In Freemasonry, our degree 
work helps 

us become better Masons and better men. The lessons 
and values are as relevant inside the Lodge as they are 
in our private lives. In the Scottish Rite, we continue our 
journey to more light with degrees that begin at the 4˚ 
and lead all the way to the 32˚. Each of our 29 degrees 
has its unique lesson imparted through a performance 
that puts these lessons into the context of everyday life. 
There is a lifetime of learning in each Masonic degree. 
So how can we make it easier to bring this wealth of 
knowledge into our daily lives?
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At the Scottish Rite, we adhere to six 
Core Values. Coupled with our Masonic 
values of Brotherly Love, Relief, and  
Truth, these values serve as a blue-
print for our daily dealings and an easy 
shorthand to applying the tenets of 
the Craft in all we do.

Ways 
to Live Our 
Values Daily by David A. Glattly, 33˚,

Sovereign Grand Commander



TOLERATION

INTEGRITY

JUSTICE

REVERENCE FOR GOD DEVOTION TO COUNTRY

SERVICE TO HUMANITY

E D U C A T I O N
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America was built on religious, political, and social tolerance. 
Admittedly, it can be hard to be tolerant when faced with 
people who oppose our strongest, most steadfast beliefs. This 
is where Masons can make a huge difference in society and the 
lives of others. Rather than dismissing opposing beliefs and 
lifestyles, we can choose toleration as a moral virtue. Avoiding 
defensiveness opens our eyes and ears to differing points of 
view. It is a moral obligation that allows us to come away with 
a greater understanding of all people and become better men 
ourselves. 

What does your heart tell you in the small but important 
decisions we face every day? Integrity isn’t simply being honest 
and having moral principles most of the time or just about 
the big things in life. It is an approach to living and a lifelong 
journey. As Scottish Rite Masons we strive, with authenticity 
and humility, to develop our personal code of honor that we 
apply to every decision, every time. 

It is said that justice is integrity’s closest cousin. Personal 
justice involves an individual’s ethics and is often referred to as 
conscience. Striving to live a life of unwavering integrity allows 
us to see what is fair and reasonable with clarity. Applying 
fairness without contingencies provides moral clarity, imbues 
empathy, and increases an internal sense of contentment. 

For Masons, belief in a higher power is a prerequisite for 
membership. But what does it mean to practice reverence 
for God daily? Of course, this can mean many things to many 
people, and the act of reverence can vary greatly by one’s 
religion or personal spirituality. However, with the daily 
challenges and stresses of life, it is easy to forget we are all one 
family in the eyes of the Supreme Being. Reminding ourselves 
of this allows us to slow down and truly honor and respect all of 
God’s creations, big and small, every day.

Masons are among the nation’s most patriotic citizens, 
but devotion to country goes further than pride in the 
flag. Devotion to Country is standing up for the rights 
of our fellow Masons and our fellow citizens. It means 
having the courage to hold our leaders accountable to 
our founding fathers’ ideals, no matter from which side 
of the aisle they come. As a Mason, you can help others 
from all walks of life share in the pride that comes from 
standing together as one. 

Of all the Scottish Rite values, this may be the one that comes 
most naturally to Masons. By our very nature, we live to serve 
our Brethren and our communities. Taking time to share, teach, 
mentor a new Mason, and lead by example are hugely valuable 
services you can provide to the world and our Brotherhood 
every day. But with work, family and other commitments, it’s 
not always easy to find the time. And that’s ok. Service is more 
than a tally of volunteer hours. As Masons, we are in service 
when we actively apply our values in our everyday lives. Living 
our truth in harmony with our values is, by extension, an 
enormous act of service to our families, our Brothers, and the 
world around us. 

Watch more on the Values of Scottish 
Rite Freemasonry or visit our website:

bit.ly/35RVYQ9

Core values are not descriptions of 
what men do; they describe how to 
be. Core values are not strategies 
or maneuvers to achieve selfish 
goals. Core values are not the tools 
by which to get an advantage in 
business, relationships or life. 
They should guide men in making 
decisions, predominate in personal 
relationships, reveal humanity and 
show what it stands for.
—Excerpt from The Northern Light, 2010
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Around the Jurisdiction
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DE CT

MA

Lafayette Consistory Scottish Rite Masons conducted a fundraiser at the Bridgeport 
Sound Tigers American Hockey League game on November 9, 2019. Proceeds from 
the ticket sales and Chuck-A-Puck program will be donated to the Children’s Dyslexia 
Centers of Connecticut program.

453 new members joined the Valley of Boston during Scottish Rite Month.  
The class was in honor of the 89th Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts, M. W. Paul F. Gleason, 33˚.

ME

MI

PA

NJ

Receiving 32° Patents at the Delaware Consistory

Brethren from the Valley of Pittsburgh pose after conferring the 31st Degree at the Gem City Invitational.

The Valley of Rockland awards Abbott Scholarships.

The Valley of Detroit presents their check for the  
Giving Tuesday Telethon.

Thurman Pace, 33°, Active Emeritus, receives  
the Sammy Lee Davis Veteran’s Recognition.
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IN

IN
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IL

On September 10, 2019, the Valley of Fort Wayne hosted 150 brothers at the Old 
Fort in downtown Fort Wayne. The fort provided the backdrop for the 20th Degree—
Master Ad Vitam. Prior to the degree, members enjoyed an old-fashioned hog roast.Valley of Terra Haute 2019 Family Picnic.

Members of the Fall Class at the Valley of Southern Illinois.

MI

WI

The cast of the 32nd Degree at the Valley of Bay City wait to take their bow.

WI

First meeting in the Valley  
of Milwaukee’s new building.

The Giving Tree at the Valley  
of Madison begins to bloom.
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NH

The Valley of Lancaster-Littleton presents Eddie the Eagle at their designated charity,  
the Shriners Hospital in Springfield, MA.

NJ

OH

VT

Henry Stein, 33˚, Active and Charles Secallus, 33˚, Deputy Representative, recognize SP Tony Abano, MSA,  
for service to the Allied Forces in the Philippines during the Vietnam War. 

Around the Jurisdiction
The Valleys of Burlington and Central Vermont present the 15th Degree.

The Valley of Northern New Jersey celebrates  
with a Welcome Back Luau.

Members of the Fall Class at the Valley of Columbus.

NJ
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OH

RI

NY

DE

The Valley of Providence awarded the MSA award to Brothers Stephen V. Reali, 32°, and Kenneth A. Angilly, 32°,  
for their hard work and commitment to the Valley for many years.

The Valley of Rockville Center honored many brothers 
for embodying the values of our fraternity. Veterans were 
presented the Sammy Lee Davis Defender of Peace & 
Freedom certificates and pins, the newest Meritorious 
Service Award recipients were giving their caps and 
jewels, and those members who have attained their 
gold passports were recognized with a commemorative 
certificate and new passport. 

If you would like to have your Valley featured in Around the Jurisdiction, be sure to  
submit photographs and descriptions to communcations@srnmj.org.

More than 250 veterans received the Sammy Lee Davis Peace and Freedom recognition at the Valley of Dayton. 
Deputy for Ohio Doug Kaylor, 33°, and our Sovereign Grand Commander, Dave Glattly, shook the hand of every 
veteran Brother, and thanked them for their service.

Members of the Valley of Wilmington and Lower Delaware 
pose at the Fall Reunion.

!



Top Content Requests

  Educational content about  
  Freemasonry and living the  
  values of the degrees

  Practical resources to help  
  members be better leaders in  
  their Valleys and Lodges

  Human interest stories  
  about members

  Content for and about the  
  everyday Brother, appealing  
  to multiple generations and  
  to members across the entire  
  Jurisdiction

Topics of Interest

  Historical Content (85%)

  News from Valleys, Lodges,  
  and SRNMJ (70%)

  Educational content (64%)

M

The survey results are revealing, 
and they provide a clear path  
forward for the new magazine 

staff to curate a better “user experience.”  
We are not creating change for the sake  
of change. You spent time on the 
survey and gave us the courtesy of your 
opinion. We are listening and acting.

Let’s take a moment to review the 
main findings of the survey, and 
how the editorial and design staff are 
responding.

Reader Satisfaction
The majority of members told us they 
are dedicated readers of The Northern 
Light, and consider it a welcome benefit 
of membership. Before the survey 
results were in, the staff wondered if 
a print magazine remained viable in 
this digital age.  For our Scottish Rite 
membership, it clearly does, and the 
print version of the magazine will 
continue. 

Top Content Feedback
What You Would Like 
to See More of?
When asked about the types of content 
you would like to see more of, distinct 
themes emerged. You told us clearly 
that you would like to see the magazine 
delve more deeply into five areas:

 • Brotherhood
 • Education
 • Values
 • Leadership
 • History 

The Detachment Gap 
We also learned that today’s member 
feels detached from some of the 
usual content presented in The 
Northern Light. Here are your top 
recommendations to close the gap 
between member needs and wants and 
the content you regularly see in the 
magazine:

 • Articles should reflect all  
  Brethren in the NMJ,  
  not just senior leaders.

THE MEMBERSHIP HAS SPOKEN  

The Northern Light Survey Results:  
What You Told Us and How We Are Responding
The Northern Light, now 50 years young, enjoys a strong, personal 
relationship with Scottish Rite members. Last year we conducted a 
comprehensive survey to learn how to best keep members invested in 
and connected to the magazine and its offerings.  We asked what you 
liked in the magazine, and what you didn’t. You told us the topics you 
want expanded, and those you want changed. 
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1

2

3

1

2

3

4

Agree or strongly agree 
that The Northern Light 
is a welcome benefit of 
Scottish Rite membership

Look froward to reading 
The Northern Light

Agree or strongly agree 
that The Northern 
Light strengthens their 
personal connection to 
the Scottish Rite

78
%

71
%

66
%
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 • Historical content should be  
  balanced with connection to  
  what the NMJ is doing today.

 • The magazine skews more to  
  a senior citizen demographic.  
  A focus on younger members  
  is urged.

 • More connection to the degrees  
  and how they impact the lives 
  of the modern Mason.

How the Editorial Staff  
is Responding
As our new staff reflects on the data 
and points the magazine in a more 
responsive direction, here are some of 
the ways we are implementing the top 
survey findings. Changes made today 
are by no means a static proposition. 
We will continue to grow and refine 
the content to serve you in the most 
effective ways possible. And that means 
ongoing survey work to stay up-to-date 
with member thoughts and wishes.

Member-centric Features
Member-centric features are a priority. 
We have expanded the section, “Around 
the Jurisdiction.” It is a popular feature 
as it showcases life in Scottish  
Rite Valleys in full array— 
Brothers in degrees, having  
fun, honoring others,  
presenting special events.  
The section has cross- 
generational appeal,  
and creates fraternal  
connection on the  
pages of the magazine. 

Scottish Rite Degrees  
and Values
You requested tools to help you delve 
more deeply into the lessons, values, 
and teachings of the Scottish Rite. In 
each issue going forward, a member 
of the Ritual Committee will present 
an in-depth piece on one of the 
degrees. We hope these articles will 
inspire personal reflection, but also 
spur friendly and fraternal discussion 
between Brethren. 

Education
Complementing the writings of the 
Ritual Committee on the degrees, the 
magazine will regularly feature papers 
written by graduates of the Hauts 
Grades Academy. The papers will be 
drawn from level two of the academy, 
which present an author’s reflections 
and insights on a particular degree. 
These personal yet scholarly writings 
reveal how our Brothers are affected by 
Scottish Rite lessons and values, and 
how they exemplify them in their own 
lives.
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by Linda Patch, Executive Editor, Director of Marketing and Communications

Leadership
A new leadership resource area for all 
members is now live in the member 
center on the NMJ website. We will 
be sharing leadership materials from 
the site in the pages of the magazine as 
well. This allows us to mix and match 
content and channels to maximize 
service to the reader. 

Best practices and leadership ideas, large 
and small, often come from Brothers  
hard at work throughout the jurisdiction.  
We will be featuring success stories that 
can be replicated in your Valley.

History
There is no shortage of material we can  
share with the resources and talent we  
have at the Scottish Rite Masonic 
Museum & Library. The staff writes an  
article for every issue, and they are some  
of the most popular features the maga- 
zine presents. This tradition will continue,  
and we look to broaden history themes 
in relevant and meaningful ways. 



M

Your Favorite Sections
The top three sections cited in the 
survey as “favorites” give the editorial 
team the confidence to continue these 
specific features and expand their 
themes:

 • Around the Jurisdiction
 • Masonic Moments
 • Collectanea Close Up 

Least Favorite Sections
The overwhelming top findings of 
the magazine’s least favorite content 
reinforces the theme we heard time  
and again—the disconnect between 
“old-fashioned” content and the lives  
of members today. These columns  
are now retired.

 • Stamp Act
 • Health Wise
 • Book Nook
 • Brothers on the Net 

But Wait, There’s More...
A few additional requests that came 
through the survey that warrant 
attention and action: 

The Magazine’s Format 
The call to modernize the magazine’s 
format was loud and clear. As you 
can see in this issue, the magazine’s 
design is greatly updated thanks to the 
dedication and long hours put in by 
our new editor, PJ Roup, 33°; Matt 
Blaisdell, 32°, Creative Director for 
the Supreme Council; and Rodney 
Boyce, 33°, Creative Director at Square 
Peg Design, our new strategic design 
partner.
 
We know members consume 
information in many different ways—
some prefer the printed page, while 
others rely on cell phone or tablet. The 
Northern Light team is committed to 
creating a comprehensive publishing 
platform over the next year to expand 
content for you, and make it more 
accessible and diverse. The key is to 
align our print and online delivery 

systems to ensure the magazine reaches 
you in ways that are most convenient 
and appealing. 

Sharing Individual Articles
Our social media-savvy members 
called for the ability to share individual 
articles online without having to share 
the entire PDF of the magazine.  
We solved that problem. 

The magazine is now online at www.
issuu.com. The site allows users to share 
specific pieces of content.You can find 
the magazines we have uploaded to 
date on the issuu.com site. Search for 
“The Northern Light Magazine” and be 
sure to choose “follow.” 

Thank You
Thank you to all who took the time  
to participate in the survey. Your input 
was invaluable. Thanks to the time 
you spent, The Northern Light staff 
now better understands what makes 
the magazine tick. If we can inform, 
surprise, and even make you laugh 
from time to time, we edge closer to 
creating a magazine that truly meets 
your needs.   
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We will continue to check in with you 
about how we’re doing. Stay tuned. 

SURVEY RESULTS continued
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In 1970, the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction 

began publication of the 
magazine you are reading 
now—The Northern Light. 
It has served as a beacon, 
guide, instruction book, and 
news source for all things 
Scottish Rite since that time. 
Its readers have learned 
about the youth groups,  
the activities of our 
Valleys, and the meaning 
of our degree work. It has 
contained articles about  
our members, editorials 
about our beliefs, and 
stories about the good  
we do.

As you read on the 
preceding pages, our 
members want the new 
magazine to reflect the 
current Masonic culture.  
What better way to do that 
than to consider changing 
our name? To that end, we 
decided to allow you, our 
readers, to suggest new 
names for the magazine.  
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?  

Your Chance to Rename  
The Northern Light

As much as we don’t want to admit it, 
Freemasonry has undergone more than a few 
changes over the last fifty years—this in spite of 
the fact that we, as Freemasons, are somewhat 
resistant to change. After all, the way we’ve 
always done it is the way it should be done. 
Right?

Be creative with your name, be passionate with your 
reason, and you never know. You may just be the winner!

!

The rules are simple. 

• Visit ScottishRiteNMJ. 
 org/TNLNameChange  
 and complete the form  
 with the name you feel  
 best reflects the values,  
 vision, and direction of  
 the Scottish Rite.

• Provide a brief  
 description of why you  
 chose that name. 

• If you think the name  
 should NOT change,  
 let us know why.

The winner (based on both 
the name suggested and  
the reason you chose it)  
will receive a $500 shopping 
credit in The Masonic 
Marketplace.  Our only 
disclaimer is that we may 
choose not to rename the 
magazine based on the 
feedback and submissions 
we receive, but know that  
we will consider all 
suggestions that are 
submitted.  

ON September 14, the Sovereign Grand Commander 
and Lady Monica visited New Castle, PA to 

celebrate the 100th Anniversary of New Castle Consistory. 
The Sovereign Grand Commander and Lady Monica were 
escorted into the event by the local DeMolay and Rainbow 
Girls.

After the banquet, attendees heard a history of the 
Cathedral as well as remarks by William McCarrier, 33˚, 
Active Emeritus. The Commander then gave the keynote 
address, congratulating the Valley on achieving 100 years 
of Scottish Rite presence in the area.

Kudos to Commander in Chief W. Thomas Marlowe Jr., 33˚, 
and the officers of the Valley of New Castle for hosting such 
a wonderful evening.  

Valley of New Castle  
Celebrates 100th Anniversary

100



C

The Northern Light38 ScottishRiteNMJ.org

A gift of $100,000 was presented by the New Hampshire Consistory  
in support of the Grand Almoner’s Fund.

A plaque was presented by Commander Glattly recognizing the 
Consistory as a Diamond Member of the Commander’s Circle.



Not even an unexpected snowstorm could stop Brothers  
of the New Hampshire Consistory from showing their 

support for Giving Tuesday 2019 in a big way. 

Braving the weather, eight of their members made the trip 
to Supreme Council Headquarters in Lexington, MA for the 
Scottish Rite’s 2nd Annual Giving Tuesday Telethon. Live on 
air, they presented Sovereign Grand Commander Glattly with 
an incredibly generous $100,000 donation to assist Brothers in 
need through the Grand Almoner’s Fund.

This significant and impactful gift was just one of the highlights  
of the evening. Brothers from across the Jurisdiction tuned in 
to see the powerful stories of impact from our Scottish Rite 
Charities. They responded with an incredible outpouring of 
generosity in support of the life-changing work of our charities.

When asked what led his Consistory to make such an impactful  
gift, Commander-in-Chief, Jeffrey Brown, 33˚, said:

In our last fiscal year, the Grand Almoner’s Fund distributed 
$765,416.87 in support of Brothers in need. With those funds,  
109 Brothers and their families were given new hope through  
the power of charity. This important work is made possible by  
the gifts of organizations like the New Hampshire Consistory  
and donors like you.   

C H A R I T I E S
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“The brethren of New Hampshire Consistory 
recognize the importance of the Grand Almoner’s 
Fund and the good that it does. We were inspired 
by the recent video published by Supreme 
Council and wanted to help by making a donation 
that would positively impact the Grand Almoner’s 
Fund to assist more of our brethren in the 
jurisdiction in their time of need.”

The Scottish Rite Grand Almoner’s Fund exists to 
meet a foundational goal of Freemasonry - to fulfill 
our Masonic Obligation to care for our members. 

Every dollar donated goes to helping our Brothers and 
their families facing incredible hardships. Whether 
experiencing a natural disaster or personal tragedy, our 
members know that no matter what life throws at them, 
they have millions of Brothers to help them catch it 
thanks to the Grand Almoner’s Fund.

Newly introduced Grand Almoner’s Fund giving levels:

Sapphire Level • $25,000+

Ruby Level • $50,000+

Diamond Level • $100,000+

Inspired to Give
OUR MASONIC OBLIGATION  

Grand Almoner’s Fund

Members of the New Hampshire Consistory backstage with their Grand Almoner’s  
Fund donation. l to r: Don Mendzela, 33°; Mark Roth, 33°, Deputy for New Hampshire;  
Jeffrey Brown, 33°; Gary Roy, 33°; Bob Hanson, 33°; John Gordon, 33°
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 GIVING TUESDAY TELETHON  

Lights. Camera. Telethon! 

A Night Filled with Laughs, 
Fraternity, and Enormous 
Generosity   
The goal was $332,000, but as we all 
know, our great fraternity is comprised of 
overachievers. Our Giving Tuesday raised 
$420,584—nearly 30% more than our 
fundraising goal! The telethon had more than 
2,100 viewers who tuned in for the 2-hour 
livestream event, and an additional 2,000 
tuned in to the Facebook Live event. The 
Valleys of Detroit and Central Jersey both 
held watch parties for the night’s festivities.

Michael Russell, Vice President of Charities, 
served as the evening’s host, assisted by 
Brother Bill Sardone, 33°, Grand Master of  
New York. Guitar phenom Parker Hastings, 
who hails from Kentucky, provided the 
musical entertainment. Staff, Active 
Members, and special guests all pitched in 
to answer phones, connect with members, 
collect donations, and share in the festivities.

William Sardone, Grand Master of New 
York; Michael C. Russell, Vice President of 
Charities; Dave Glattly, Sovereign Grand 
Commander, and First Lady Monica Glattly.

Michael Russell and B. Tyler Moyer,  
DeMolay International Master Councilor 
announce special prize winners.

Guitar phenom Parker Hastings provided 
the musical entertainment. Hastings is a 

member of DeMolay and an inductee in the 
National Thumbpickers Hall of Fame.

We’re sure the photos here give you  
glimpse of the energy, fun, and 
fulfillment the evening gave to all. 

Thanks to everyone who helped us 
exceed our goal!   
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$420,584
Total Raised

December 3, 2019

Supreme Council staff and Active 
Members chipped in to answer 

phones, take donations, and be 
part of a fun, rewarding evening.

THANKYOU!
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After two deployments 
to Iraq, fraternal 
bonds with his fellow 

servicemen were well 
established. And even though 
those bonds would look 
different later on in Timothy’s 
life, the power of brotherly 
connection endured thanks to 
Freemasonry, which he says 
was a lifesaver for him post-
military. 
 Brother Curran, received 
a medical discharge from 
the Marine Corps for service-
related injuries. What he 
thought would be a lifetime 
career in the military ended 
for him in the blink of an eye. 
 Still in uniform after an 
event in Philadelphia in 2011, 
he was walking through 
a parking lot when a car 
hit him. Two police on the 
scene determined the driver 
was intoxicated. Timothy 
sustained injuries to his lower 
back, with herniated discs in 
his lumbar, as well as injuries 
to his neck and right hip, 
combined with lots of nerve 
damage.  Nearly two years 
passed before Timothy was 

able to move around without 
aid or extreme pain. 
 “My hopes and dreams 
were crushed, and I had no 
clear direction at that point. 
The drunk driver received 
probation and community 
service, and had his license 
revoked. This was his second 
offense,” Timothy said. 
 After his medical discharge, 
Timothy said he was ill-
prepared for life outside of the 
military. While non-military 
friends lived close by in his 
hometown of Philadelphia, he 
found they had grown apart 
or were simply at different 
places in their lives. 
 “I was lost for a bit 
while trying to rediscover 
my purpose. My unit had 

deployed, and I was left 
behind. That’s when I realized 
I was going to miss those 
bonds I made in the military. 
Everyone I knew was all of a 
sudden out of my life and I 
had to find a new me. I also 
knew I needed some sort of 
connection,” said Timothy. 
“Freemasonry gave me that 
purpose. I now belonged to 
something much larger than 
myself.” 
 Brother Curran 
remembered his Gunnery 
Sergeant and Sergeant Major 
both had the emblematic 
square and compasses rings 
and recalled how they would 
always greet each other 
pleasantly. 
 “They had a bond beyond 
the typical military bond, and 
I wondered what that was all 
about,” he said. 
 Later, he noticed the square 
and compasses on a vehicle 
belonging to a friend of the 
family and inquired further on 
how he could join. The rest, 
Timothy says, is history.
 “When I received my 
first degree, I had no idea 
that I had relatives in the 
fraternity. My deceased great 

grandfather, also a veteran, 
was a Mason for more than 
50 years. My stepbrother 
and uncle were actually 
members of the lodge I joined, 
something I didn’t know until 
I was initiated. I wish I had 
known sooner!” he said. 
 And remember his Gunnery 
Sergeant that was a Mason? 
He showed up the night of 
Timothy’s raising. The tenets 
of Freemasonry were truly 
a lifesaver, Brother Curran 
explained. 

 “I was in a place where 
I thought I had no hope. 
Freemasonry teaches us that 
we should look to constantly 
improve ourselves not just for 
ourselves but for others. By 
being a better man, a Mason, 
I was helping not only myself 
but those around me,” he 
explained. 
 Timothy went back to work 
helping homeless veterans 

FREEMASONRY  
A Lifesaver for  
Retired Military Brotherby Joann Williams-Hoxha
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Timothy John Curran, Jr., 32˚, left 
for Marine Corps Recruit Training on 
the same day that he graduated high 
school. Devotion to country was  
a legacy passed down from his father, 
grandfather, and great-grandfather, 
who all served in the military.

If you’re worried 
about being 
alone, you don’t 
have to be.



I have a very unique story.

My father was a Master Mason.  I started exploring it 
later in life as, like so many, I was busy with my 

career and raising a family. Before I had a chance to join, 
my son, Sean, then became active in Masonry, so my 
interest was renewed. 

In my research, I began realizing how many of those 
that I admired and respected through history were 
Masons, including Sir Walter Scott, Robert Burns, 
George Washington, John Wayne, and Audie Murphy, 
just to name a few.  I began reading the “over the 
counter” books about Masonry that one can buy at a 
bookstore like Barnes and Noble, as well as having more 
conversations with my son, who was very discreet about 
what he could and could not share.  

I admire and respect both my son and father. I enjoyed 
seeing Masonry’s positive impact on them, and it made 
me want to learn more. My family attended the open 
meeting where my son became an officer in his lodge on 
his way to eventually becoming Master in his 30s.  By 
that time, I had started my journey, and when it was time 
for me to be raised to the degree of a Master Mason, Sean 
was Master of our lodge. My father, Bernard, was there to 
watch it. I was raised by my son! 

It was one of the most memorable and emotional 
moments for all of us.  Masonry is indeed woven within 
the fabric of our family.  My father has since passed away, 
and we had a Masonic funeral.  I have continued my 
journey by becoming a Royal Arch Mason, a 32˚ Scottish 
Rite Mason, and a Shriner. My son has been with me 
every step of the way.  I cannot express how much that 
means to me and why Freemasonry will forever define 
who I am and what I want to become.   

All In the Family
by Jack Benjamin, 32˚

M A S O N R Y

find work and housing, which 
he enjoyed a great deal, but 
he wasn’t able to make a 
career out of it. He began 
working shortly thereafter 
as a civilian public servant. 
Brother Curran now works for 
the Department of Defense, 
serving the needs of soldiers, 
which he enjoys immensely, 
as it provides a way for him to 
give back to the troops and 
remain connected to military 
life. 
 He still volunteers with 
veteran nonprofits and 
serves as a staff member 
for The Fallen Outdoors, an 
organization that connects 
veterans to outdoor 
adventures, such as hunting 
and fishing. 
 “Freemasonry is the 
constant in my life,” Brother 
Curran said. He remains active 
in all facets of the fraternity, 
from gaining additional 
knowledge through Scottish 
Rite’s Haut Grades Academy, 
to serving as Senior Warden 
of the Knights of St. Andrew 
and the Kilwinning Chapter 
of Rose Croix in the Valley of 
Philadelphia. 
 Brother Curran’s family 
life with his wife and two 
small children, ages 2 and 5, 

certainly keeps him busy as 
well. The Curran clan recently 
moved from Philadelphia and 
bought their forever home 
just south of Quakertown, 
Pennsylvania. They enjoy 
the great outdoors, and 
the kitchen table is another 
favorite gathering place (his 
wife, Jessica, is a professional 
chef, and the family enjoys 
sampling her new creations, 
Timothy said). 
 When asked what he might 
say to another man coming 
out of military life who is 
looking for connection and a 
sense of belonging, Brother 
Curran, 32°, had this to say:
 “Those bonds and 
experiences made in the 
military will never go away. 
They are part of who you are, 
and though they may not be 
as present in your life, they 
will always be there. The most 
difficult part of leaving the 
military is losing that sense of 
belonging. Freemasonry has 
that and so much more to 
offer. Just as our fellow service 
members had our backs, 
Freemasons have each other’s 
backs,” Timothy said. 
 “If you’re worried about 
being alone, you don’t have to 
be.”   
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Jack’s son, Sean, after being installed as Master of the lodge.   
Shown is his wife, Michelle; daughter Lindsay; and late father, 
Bernard Benjamin who received his 60-year emblem that evening.
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Q

How about your Blue Lodge?

A  
That would be Oriental No. 27,  
in Wilmington.

Q

How did you get into 
Freemasonry? Sometimes it’s 
family. Sometimes it’s friends 
or business associates. What’s 
your story?

A  
My father was an interesting 
fellow, and he loved secrets. He 
would refer, from time to time, 
to something Masonic. I’d say, 
“What does that mean?” He’d 

INTERVIEW Q & A  

In His Footsteps  by Alan Foulds, 33˚

An interview with Frederick J. 
Dawson, 33˚.  This talk took place 
in the Masonic Marketplace at the 
Annual Meeting in Milwaukee.  
Bro. Dawson was a member of the 
class of 2019 receiving the 33˚.
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answer, “I can’t tell you.” I know 
he loved that part because he 
loved secrets. So, I was bound 
and determined to find out what 
it was all about.

Q

That’s a pretty good reason.

A  
Yeah. I thought so. 

Q

When was that? How long have 
you been a Mason?

A  
I believe I was raised in 1988. It’s 
been a while, or two whiles, or 
maybe three.

Q
 The Northern Light

Let’s start with your Masonic 
background. What is your 
home Valley?

A  Frederick J. Dawson, 33˚ 
My home Valley is Wilmington, 
DE.

Q

Are you involved in Valley life?

A  
Yes. I’m involved as a financial 
advisor to a couple of 
organizations that are local to 
Delaware.

Alan Foulds, 33˚, with Frederick J. Dawson, 33˚
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Q

According to your bio you are a 
wealth manager. What is that?

A  
I try to help people and 
organizations grow their wealth 
prudently and carefully with 
goals in mind. So far, it’s been 
working pretty well. 

Q

You mentioned you do some 
of that work for Masonic 
organizations?

A  
I do. I’ve got about four or five 
Masonic bodies I help out. 
What’s interesting is that early 
in my Masonic career I was 
involved in the Masonic Home 
of Delaware. I got to meet some 
fabulous Masons who were 
on the board there. I learned 
a great deal from them, and I 
hope they learned a great deal 
from me as well. That started 
my involvement. Before I knew 
it, I was in five or six different 
Masonic bodies at the same 
time.

Q

What were some of these 
bodies?

A  
Let’s see: The Masonic Home 
Board, my Blue Lodge, and, of 
course, Scottish Rite. I enjoyed 
it so much, and I found the 
Brethren to be outstanding— 
a wonderful class of people.

Q

That’s a nice segue. What 
does Freemasonry mean 
to you? How has it affected 
your career and your other 
interests?

A  
It means a higher standard of 
being truthful, honest - helping 
Masons and the general 
population. It’s been a great 
beacon, and that drove me 
to join another organization 
called Rotary. There are some 
interesting parallels to what they 
do.

Q

The 33˚. Many people look 
at that as the highest honor 
in Scottish Rite. It’s given for 
past performance and also 
for future expectations. What 
does it mean to you?

A  
I’m not exactly sure what to 
expect. I came into this with an 
open mind and an open heart. 
I’ve always enjoyed what I’ve 
learned from Freemasonry.  
I found it to be very fruitful.

Q

Have you had a chance to 
shop around the Masonic 
Marketplace?

A  
Oh, I’ve done some serious 
portfolio damage. There is some 
great stuff here that I never knew 
existed—because, after all,  
it’s a secret.

Q

Thank you very much for 
stopping by.   

The legacy of Freemasonry creates a special bond 
with our Brothers, and with the long line of 
Masons who have come before. Many of us enjoy 

a personal connection to the Freemasons in our own 
families. In 2020, we are celebrating the pride and legacy 
that is a cornerstone of our Craft! Here is what we have 
planned:

Let’s Celebrate Together 

 • The November 2020 issue of The Northern Light  
  will feature stories of generational pride and legacy. 

 • Scottish Rite Month, November 2020, will celebrate  
  our legacy connections through Valley events and  
  media promotion.

 • Fall reunion classes will honor great-grandfathers,  
  grandfathers, fathers, uncles, cousins, and sons.  
  The men we call family.

We Want Your Story 

Are you a second, third, or even fourth generation 
Mason? We want your story for The Northern Light  
and for Scottish Rite Month promotion in November. 

Are you a first-generation Mason? Tell us how you would 
like to begin the legacy in your own family. 

To be considered, all you have to do is fill out the form at 
[url] and attach photos. (You may have to scour the attic 
for that photo of your great-grandfather!) Deadline for 
submissions is May 1.   

CONNECTING GENERATIONS OF FREEMASONS

Pride and Legacy

Pride and Legacy:  
Connecting Generations of Freemasons

Send us your story at bit.ly/35EQwA9

!

N E W SN

The complete interview can  
be found on the Scottish Rite 
NMJ Facebook page.
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A veteran of three wars (WWII, 
Korea, and Vietnam), Brother Frank 
Martinez, 33°, receives his Sammy 
Lee Davis Peace and Freedom 
recognition from Active Randy 

Milone, 33°, at the  
Southern Illinois  
Valley Reunion.

Valley of Southern Illinois

Brother Robert Harris, 32˚, and his 
father Cyril Harris, are recognized as 

Hometown Heroes in Schenectady, 
New York.

Schenectady, New York

The Brothers of the Valley of the 
Hudson, AASR paid tribute to our 
very own John Homa, 32° Scottish 
Rite Brother by laying a wreath at 
his grave in the Oakland Cemetery 
located in Yonkers, New York, on 
Monday, October 7, 2019.  

Brother Homa was a WWII United 
States Army hero who stormed 
Omaha Beach on D-Day, June 6, 
1944. His bravery that day along 
with his unselfish military service 
combined with his dedication to  
the Masonic Brotherhood was  
what our Valley was honoring. 

Brother Homa’s memory lives on as 
the Valley of the Hudson has named 
one of its bodies “The John Homa 
Council—Princes of Jerusalem” 
which meets in Westchester County 
not far from where our esteemed 
Brother is laid to rest. 

The Valley of the Hudson will be 
making this wreath laying ceremony 
an annual event on their Scottish 
Rite calendar.   

Valley of the Hudson

M A S O N R Y
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F A R E W E L L

ET CETERA, ETC.  

Looking Back—
Moving Forward by Alan Foulds, 33˚

As we sat there with our coffee, he told me 
all about a problem he had at work. His 
new assistant editor had resigned abruptly. 
Dick had been training him to be his 
successor at The Northern Light.  Then Dick 
seemed to change the subject abruptly. He 
asked me how my writing was going on a 
book detailing the history of professional 
sports venues in the New England area. 
When I told him it was nearly ready for 
the publisher, he asked if I ever considered 
changing careers—say, into editing. I said, 
“With the condition that my profession is 
in, I’m open to anything.” He then asked if 
I could start at Supreme Council the next 
day. Keep in mind that at the time I did 
not know what the words Scottish Rite 
meant, but a job publishing a magazine 
seemed like a dream come true.

Well, the rest is history. After speaking 
with then Grand Commander Ralston, I 
embarked on a new career the following 
Monday. For the first time in years, I 
looked forward to going to work every 
single day, and that feeling persisted for the 
next 15 years.  Under Dick’s extremely able 
tutorship, I learned how to be an editor and 

a better writer, all while learning the history 
and traditions of the organization. 

In addition to my work on the magazine, 
I was lucky enough to head up projects 
that created A Sublime Brotherhood, a 
200th-anniversary history of the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction, and The 1783 
Francken Manuscript, which allows the 
world to see up close the amazing piece of 
Masonic history that we keep in our library.

Through the years, I had the privilege 
of working with a great staff, including 
Beth McSweeney, Sonja Faiola, and Elena 
Fusco. Also, I had the help of such fantastic 
regular contributors as Bob Domingue, 
Leigh Morris, Tom Jackson, Caleb William 
Haines, Yasser Al-Khatib, Joshua Irizarry, 
Jeffrey Kuntz, John Amarilios, Robert 
Bruneau, Richard H. Haug, Jeff Croteau, 
Hilary Anderson Stelling, Mark A. Tabbert, 
Aimee Newell, and Ymelda Rivera Laxton, 
all of whom, made me look good.

I am heading off to different horizons, 
including getting back to writing, 
completing some long-dreamt-of hiking 
expeditions with my wife, and maybe I 
have one more marathon in me.

Our magazine now starts off on a new 
adventure with a new staff. I wish P.J. Roup 
and the rest of the crew the best of luck 
as they steer it into a new decade and its 
second half-century. I have no doubt that 
The Northern Light will continue to be at 
the forefront on The Path Forward.   

In the late summer of 2003,  
I was sitting in my wife’s 
coffee shop, The Hot Spot,  

in Reading, MA. I had just stopped  
by after a nice long run. I had more 
time on my hands than usual. After 
35 years in the high-tech industry 
as a computer programmer—all 
the way from Fortran and Cobol to 
Internet security—I found myself 
out of work. I was a victim of the 
dot-com bust, as the firm I was 
working for closed up shop.  While 
sitting there, a good friend of mine 
and a regular at the shop, Dick 
Curtis, stopped by for coffee after 
his workout at the YMCA. Dick, as 
longtime Scottish Rite Masons will 
remember, was Richard H. Curtis,   
33˚, editor of The Northern Light 
from 1975. I had done some writing 
on the side, including much of the 
text of a history book for the town 
we both lived in. Dick did the bulk  
of the editing for that same project. 
That’s how we got to know  
each other.

For the first  
time in years,  
I looked forward  
to going to work  
every single day.
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The White Flower Society was formed through the vision of First Lady 
Monica Glattly as a way to strengthen the bonds of support formed 
among the women who come together through Freemasonry. Money 
donated to the White Flower Society through the Grand Almoner’s 
Fund is designated exclusively for Masonic widows in need.

Membership in the White Flower Society reflects a $5,000 level of 
giving, either as a one-time gift or a pledge over 5 years. As a token 
of our appreciation, members of the White Flower Society receive a 
special white flower brooch and lapel pin.

To sign up for the White Flower Society or to learn more, go to 
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